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ECONOMIA POLITICA I POLITICAL ECONOMY 

ESUMO 
Este trabalho prop6e uma classifica<;:ao dos 

modelos economicos em tres tipos: histo­

rico, axiomatico e condicional. as modelos 

historicos ou empfricos usam 0 metoda his­

torico-dedutivo e sao generaliza<;:6es das regularidades 

e tendencias economicas que encon-

tramos no mundo real. as modelos 

axiomaticos usam 0 metodo hipoteti-

co-dedutivo; sao silogismos cuja prin­

cipal premissa e um axiom a - uma 

verdade autoevidente; eles sao apro­

priados para ciencias metodologicas, 

como matematica e econometria . as 

modelos economicos condicionais 

sao, da mesma forma, silogismos, 

mas sao adequados a economia por­

que propiciam um raciocfnio econo­

mico mais claro e preciso. a criterio 

da verdade das ciencias substantivas 

e a conformidade com a realidade, 

da ciencia metodologica, sua consis­

tencia interna. Quando uma escola 

de pensamento economico adota 

principal mente modelos axiomati­

cos, como e 0 caso da economia neo­

classica, ela entra implicitamente em 

contradi<;:ao porque seus melhores 

representantes acreditam no criterio 

da conformidade com a realidade . 

BSTRACT 
This paper proposes a 
classification of economic 

models into three types: 

historical, axiomatic and 

conditional. Historical or empirical models 

utilize the historical-deductive method and are 

generalizations from the economic regularities 

and tendencies that we find in the real world. 

Axiomatic models utilize the hypothetical­

deductive method; they are syllogisms whose 

major premise is an axiom-a self-evident 

truth; they are appropriate for methodological 

sciences such as mathematics and econometrics. 

Conditional economic models are likewise 

syllogisms, but they are suitable for economics 

because they make for clearer and more precise 

economic reasoning. The criterion of truth of 

the substantive sciences is the conformity of 

the methodological science with reality, or its 

internal consistency. When a school of economic 

thought adopts mainly axiomatic models, 

as is the case with neoclassical economics, 

it impliCitly falls into contradiction because 

the school's best representatives believe in 

conformity with reality criterion. 
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